
Mr. Rugh L, Dryden 
Home secretary 
National landany of Soiences 
2101 Oonstitut~on Avenue 
hMq&on 25, D.C. 

Pear Efr. Dry&m 

I am writing to you on the basfir of your aonneotions bath with the Academy 
and with the NACA, 

During the past few weeks, f have been uiruulat2ng the enclosed memorandum 
pr3vately. My proximate objective would be to encourage the Academy to orga- 
n%as ma&Wg cotmnittee to study the proapaots and problems of extra-tt!ares- 
trial microbiology. To be BUW, I hcid been puzzled by the question to whom 
mmh a seisntific comntlttee could send itr reeammandatlonr. 

Monday'e New Pork Times carried an article eigmd by Richard Hitkin which 
uau quite illuminating to me ae concerns the current hassle in Washington. It 
WI), ae you must know, mainly about your address to the Institute of Aeronautical 
Seienoee, recommending a key role for the EiACA in apace researoh. 
&q !Peg 

I hardly 
about the underlying aontrovarsies to know what position to take on 

8uo a ma er, but it ie plain enough that sane overall dlreotion is needed, if 
aextremely important nonmilitaxy aspectr of spa<rs teohnology would be submerged" 
as well as for the mU%tary development itee1f.a I am even more concerned that 
the biological aepeote of such researeh have hardly been touched upon, except 
perhaps in relationship to human survival in epace travel. As the enalomare 
Buggeste, there is a particular urgency for a critical ama of microbiological 
study that there be careful advance planning. A samewhat similar problem came 
up in connection with Antarctic miarobiology-- though iti is ssvsral ordsrn of 
magnitude lees vital than a moon projeot would be - and the discouraging outoome 
is that there fs not muoh point in pursuing that now, slncd the traffia approaches 
that in T&es Spaare, 

f am writing to ask whether you might have a full copy of your address, which 
vfould be, I am sure, very informative to me on the agenoy policy questlone. I have 
also been in touch with Profeesor Goddard, as chairman of the Botany Section of 
the Academy, and we will probably discuss the deeirability of and plans for pre- 
eenttig this Issue nt the spring meeting. Your comemt on these tactius, ar,d the 
procedure for it, would be usefU, a8 would be an ind$cation from you aa to the 
exact date of the forthaoming ctesslon. 

Pours sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Chairman, Department of 

Mediaal Oenetius 


